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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CHARLESTON, It--Defending champion Eastern Illinois University will host the AMCU-R
Men's Tennis Championship this Friday and Saturday (April 27-28).
The meet will begin at 9 a.m. both days with most of the matches played on the Triad
and Lantz courts.

In case of inclement weather, the Lantz Fieldhouse will be utilized.

Expected to compete are all AMCU-8 teams except Cleveland State.

Therefore, besides

EIU, those participating are Illinois-Chicago, Western Illinois, Northern Iowa, Southwest
Missouri, Valparaiso and Wis-Green Bay.
EIU won the conference title last season edging Southwest Missouri, 41-37, however
Panther head coach Carl Sexton predicts the Mid-Continent teams will be chasing the
Missourians this spring.
"Southwest is a definite favorite.

They beat us 8-1 earlier and have four regulars

returning including the Nos. two-three-four singles •

and their No. 1 player is a

freshman.
"I'd say we are the top challenger and could win it • • •
par then Illinois-Chicago could be up there.

but if we don't play up to

Since the league teams don't play each other

much in the regular season it's difficult to assess the others."
EIU will take a 12-6 record into the meet having won five straight matches.
Sexton's goal is to get as many players seeded in the top two as possible since that
supposedly paves an easier route to the finals.

Ideally he would like to get his top

three singles, Jay Johnson (Boca Raton, FL-Homewood-Flossmoor), Rob Hopkins (Mokena-LincolnWay) and Scott Fjelstad (Peoria Heights-Bergan), all seeded.
"It will be difficult to get more than that seeded • • • especially after losing to the
favorite (Southwest Missouri) 8-1.

If that had been tighter, say 6-3 or 5-4, we might be

able to get more seeded," Sexton said.
Johnson, a four year regular at No. 1, brings a lifetime dual record 35-42 and 10-6
'84 mark into the meet.

He finished second last year.
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Hopkins, also a senior and the defending league champ at No. 2 singles, is 39-32
lifetime and 9-7 this spring.
Fjelstad won the conference title at No. 6 singles last spring but has been playing
No. 3 this year with an 11-5 record.
The remaining three singles are two freshmen at Nos. 4-5, John Suter (Springfield)
and Eric Laffey (Bloomington), and senior Dan Patrick (Moline-Blackhawk CC) at No. 6.
The doubles will be Johnson-Hopkins at No. 1, Suter-Fjelstad at No. 2 and LaffeyPatrick at No. 3.

Johnson-Hopkins duo has been the most successful with a 6-3 record.
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